Winslew Tewnship Fire District # 1

June 12, 2024
Winslow Township Fire District #1
9 Cedar Brook Road
Sicklerville, N] 08081

v/ FIRE
/ot

SPECIAL MEETING OF THE BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS-RESTRUCTURE OF THE FIRE
DEPARTMENT

WINSLOW TOWNSHIP, FIRE DISTRICT #1

MEETING LOCATION: ALBION FIRE STATION 525 OAKLAND AVE., ALBION NJ] 08009

OPENING OF MEETING:

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.

SALUTE TO FLAG:

All present pledged their Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.

MOMENT OF SILENCE:

None.
ROLL CALL:

Commissioner Church, present
Vice Chairman Iannaco, present
Treasurer Maschke, present
Chairman Sirolli, present
Secretary John E. Smith, present

DISTRICT OFFICIAL’S PRESENT:

Marc Rigberg, Fire Chief
Steven Silcott, Deputy Chief
Lorraine Sacco, Business Manager

OTHER OFFICIAL'’'S PRESENT
None.

OPEN PUBLIC MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT:

The meeting was announced to be conducted in full compliance with the “Open Public Meeting Law”,
with Notices was sent to the Courier Post, Atlantic City Press, and the Record Breeze. In addition, due
Notice was posted on the Official Bulletin Board of Winslow Township, and the Fire District’s Bulletin
Board. Emergency exists were also announced. Cell phones were asked to be turned off or placed on
silent or vibrate.
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RESTRUCTURE OF THE FIRE DEPARTMENT

The Board and Chief met with members of Albion Fire Station’s local, to address the restructure of
the Fire Department and how it had evolved from having several members at each of the stations, to
today, where volunteers diminished due to many variables. Other factors such as mandates in
training requirements were also mentioned, along with other influences, that caused the Fire District
actions to ensure service to the Community, and that these concerns led to the Chief and Board to
restructuring the Fire Department and its plans for moving forward.

The members of the Community were then notified of the restructure to take place.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

A motion was made by Commissioner Smith and seconded by Commissioner Church to open the floor
to the public at 7:20 p.m. All were in favor.

e Mr. Longfellow addressed his concerns about relying on mutual aid with Pine Hill Fire
Department, and that Lamb’s Terrace was approximately 10-12 minutes away. Chief Rigberg
talked about the lack of members and his concerns if only two members get on the truck and
that this was not practical. The Board and Chief were then asked why the trucks were bought
if there wasn’t enough staff to man them. Mr. Longfellow also felt that this was pushing out
the volunteers and that the costs of hiring more staff. Mr. Longfellow felt that Station 25-6
should remain open.

Lengthy discussions were held on these concerns and who would respond. Discussions were
also held on sending out notification to let the residents know.

MOTION TO CLOSE PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

A motion was made by Commissioner lannaco and seconded by Commissioner Church to close public
participation at 8:00 p.m.

ADJOURNMENT OF MEETING:

A motion was made by Commissioner Smith and seconded by Commissioner Iannaco to adjourn at
8:36 p.m. All were in favor.
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