Winslew Tewnship Fire District # 1

June 26, 2024
Winslow Township Fire District #1
9 Cedar Brook Road
Sicklerville, N] 08081
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SPECIAL MEETING OF THE BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS-RESTRUCTURE OF THE FIRE
DEPARTMENT

WINSLOW TOWNSHIP, FIRE DISTRICT #1

MEETING LOCATION: ELM FIRE STATION 569 WHITE HORSE PIKE, ELM, NJ 08037

OPENING OF MEETING:

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.

SALUTE TO FLAG:

All present pledged their Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.

MOMENT OF SILENCE:

None.
ROLL CALL:

Commissioner Church, present
Vice Chairman Iannaco, present
Treasurer Maschke, present
Chairman Sirolli, present
Secretary John E. Smith, present

DISTRICT OFFICIAL’S PRESENT:

Marc Rigberg, Fire Chief
Steven Silcott, Deputy Chief
Lorraine Sacco, Business Manager

OTHER OFFICIAL'’'S PRESENT
None.

OPEN PUBLIC MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT:

The meeting was announced to be conducted in full compliance with the “Open Public Meeting Law”,
with Notices was sent to the Courier Post, Atlantic City Press, and the Record Breeze. In addition, due
Notice was posted on the Official Bulletin Board of Winslow Township, and the Fire District’s Bulletin
Board. Emergency exists were also announced. Cell phones were asked to be turned off or placed on
silent or vibrate.
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RESTRUCTURE OF THE FIRE DEPARTMENT

The Board and Chief met with the community members of Elm Fire Station’s local and provided
background information on the Fire District, the 2% budget cap and strain it places on the Fire
District, and how the decision was made on the restructure, and plans for moving forward.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

A motion was made by Commissioner Church and seconded by Commissioner Smith to open the floor
to the public at 7:37 p.m. All were in favor.

There were several members of the Community present that wished to speak.
e Mr. Jack Valerio asked the Chief Officers and Board members why they wouldn’t consolidate
Station 25-6 and Station 25-4; expressing that Stations 25-8 and 25-9 were going to create

more of a dependency on mutual aid.

e Mary McMann had concerns that the restructure would increase insurance rates. She then
asked for a letter from the Board regarding cost prohibitive.

e Debra Rhumbus inquired about hydrants.
e Gina Nezanaro had a few questions on ISO and if the Fire Department knows about this.

e Corina Spotta asked why there weren’t any hydrants for the residents in this area. She was
advised by Chief Rigberg that this involves the Pinelands.

e Dave Damiano stated that it had taken 25 minutes for EMS to come out.
e Jim Mahon asked how many volunteers were needed at the station.

e Judy Grasso asked how many fire departments there are. She was advised that this was a
combination department with paid and volunteer members.

e Mary Bishop asked who would respond if there was a fire and when this would be in effect.
She was advised that the restructure would take place January 1st.

e Michael Passarella Jr. referenced the Twp. And spoke about the stress on First Responders.

e Gary Young suggested that they should ask the developers about giving money to First
Responders.

e Sam Sofia asked about the referendum and if defeated, what would fall back in place. Sam
Sofia also referenced a fire that took place at 4am and if not for the guys at the fire house at
Sta. 8, the house would have burned down.

The Board and Chief Rigberg answered the questions asked by the residents. Commissioner Smith
also spoke about his time with Winslow Fire Station and that this station was also closed.
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Commissioner Maschke spoke further on the bond referendum.
MOTION TO CLOSE PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

A motion was made by Commissioner Church and seconded by Commissioner Smith to close public
participation at 8:42 p.m.

ADJOURNMENT OF MEETING:

A motion was made by Commissioner Smith and seconded by Commissioner Church to adjourn at
8:42 p.m. All were in favor.
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